
monitory statement on the subject issued by
the Congregation for the Doctrine of the
Faith in 1984 and ignores the second, bal-
ancing statement that the same congrega-
tion published two years later.

Tad Szulc persuasively depicts Pope John
Paul n as a great historical force. It is neces-
sary to remember that the Pope governs an
ancient institution whose leaders since 1878
have generally been, in Paul Johnson's
telling phrase, "conservative empiricists,"
Those popes have aspired to conserve the
heart of a long and rich past as well as to
sustain an alert and beneficial conversation
with the present. Studying how that complex
aspiration has persisted may help to achieve
what merely repeating the word "contradic-
tion" has failed to do: deepen our under-
standing of Pope John Paul U.

ROBERT ESULLrVAN

Open Secrets
By Alice Munro
Knopf, 294p $23

Nobel Laureate Nadine Gordimer has writ-
ten of the short story form: "Whether it
sprawls or neatly bites its own tail,,,to
write one is to express from a situation in
the exterior or interior world the life-giving
drop—sweat, tear, semen, saliva—that will
spread with intensity on the page; bum a
hole in it," While there is an abundance of
accomplished short stories among us, few
measure up to this description. This is
where artistic mastery of the form comes
into play, the ability to compose stories that
hold enough life-giving substance to bum
through the page and leave us permanently
marked, Alice Munro, author of the critical-
ly acclaimed story collections. Friends of
My Youth and The Progress of Love, as
well as the novel Lives of the Girls and
Women, is one such master, and nowhere is
this more evident than in her seventh col-
lection of short fiction. Open Secrets.

In these eight stories, all of which occur
in and around the small provincial town of
Carstairs, Ontario, Canada, women and girls
are the predominant figures, and with them
comes a strong undercurrent of mortality, of
the passage of time and the not necessarily
enduring pull of love. In "Carried Away,"
Louisa, an elderly widow, has an imagined
conversation with a man she loved who was
killed in his youth, yet in their talk he is old
and has lived a long life as a factory union
spokesman in Toronto, He tells her love
never dies: "She felt impatient to the point

of takitig offense. This is what all the
speechmaking tums you into, she thought, a
person who can say things like that. Love
dies all the time, or at any rate it becomes
distracted, overlaid—it might as well be
dead," This is not the message of these sto-
ries, but rather one of the central questions
that serve as theme; throughout them, we
witness love in its various forms become
distracted and overlaid by sometimes noth-
ing more than the inevitable and indifferent

passage of time, and, at other times, by the
deep ambiguity Munro's women seem to
feel about men in the first place.

In the title story, "Open Secrets," a teen-
age girl out on a hike with the Canadian
Girls in Training disappears. The story is
told from Maureeri Stephen's point-of-
view, a young woman married to a much
older man, a reputable lawyer in town who
is recovering from a stroke, Maureen is-
haunted by the gid's disappearance. In one
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NOTICES

BOOKS

USED CATHOLIC BOOKS. Bought and
Sold. Reasonable! Booklist: $1. Matthew &
Co., 12030 Lake #104, Lakewood, OH 44107-
1852.

NOMINATIONS
THE URSULINE SISTERS of Cleveland,
Ohio, are accepting nominations for the 1995
SISTER DOROTHY KAZEL ALLELUIA
AWARD. The award, established in 1981 in
memory of Ursuline Sister Dorothy Kazel, who
was killed in El Salvador on December 2,
1980, with her companions Maura Clarke,
M.M., Ita Ford, M.M., and Jean Donovan, pays
tribute to individuals making significant contri-
butions to the process of justice and peace in
the world. This year's award will be given to a
woman of reflective spirit whose life witnesses
to truth and concern for Central American jus-
tice issues and who speaks on behalf of the
poor. The nominee must be available for the
award presentation celebration in Cleveland on
Saturday, Dec. 2, 1995. For more information
or to request a nomination form, contact:
Beverly Anne LoGrasso, O.S.U., at (216) 449-
1200, Ext. 106. Nominating deadline is July 31,
1995.

POSITIONS
RELIGIOUS STUDIES, INSTRUCTOR.
Lourdes College, a small. Catholic college in
the Franciscan tradition, invites applicants for a
position in its Department of Religious Studies
beginning in the Fall 1995 semester. Teaching
responsibilities (12 hours/4 courses a semester)
include courses in both old and New Testament
and in either systematics or world religions.
Minimum requirements for the position: Ph.D.
with a specialization in scripture (OT or NT),
and sufficient background to teach either

To Our Readers
With this Vkieek's issue, AMERICA'S
cover price has been raised to
$1.75. Annual U.S. subscriptions are
now $38—a full 47% off of the
annual cover price.

For Canadian subscriptions add $20
payable in U.S. funds to cover
postage and G.S.T. For foreign sub-
scriptions add $20 to cover postage.
Contact us at 1-800-627-9533 to
order a subscription for yourself or a
colleague.

AMERICA
The National Catholic Weekly

106 West 56th Street
New York, New York 10019

selected courses in systematics or world reli-
gions. Candidates must have a strong back-
ground in, and a personal commitment to, the
Catholic religious and intellectual tradition.
Preference will be given to candidates who
demonstrate excellence in undergraduate teach-
ing and a commitment to service. Review of
applications will begin on June 15 and continue
until the position is filled. Send a letter of appli-
cation, curriculum vitae, graduate transcripts
and at least three letters of recommendation to:
Director of Human Resources, Lourdes
College, 6832 Convent Boulevard, Sylvania,
OH 43560. Lourdes College is committed to
increasing the diversity of its faculty and staff.

RETREATS
BENEDICTINE EXPERIENCE, Mount St.
Scholastica (8/5-13), an immersion in the
monastic way of life. Experience studying
themes of the Rule, prayer and work, rest and
quiet; praying the Liturgy of the Hours,
eucharistie celebration, scriptural reflection.
Cost: $225; $25 deposit. Contact: Johnette
Putnam, O.S.B., 751 South 8th Su-eet, Atchi-
son, KS 66002. Ph.: (913) 367-6110.

NEPAL invites you to a magic time of reflec-
tion, renewal and transformation. Come with
Inward Travels to the foothills of the
Himalayas in October. Trips escorted by Joe
Conyard, S.J., and facilitated by Jesuit and
other local personnel. For full information
write: Inward Travels, c/o Still Point, 1111
Harvard Ave., Seattle, WA 98122. Ph. (206)
322-8006, FAX (206) 226-5474.

VOCATIONS
WANT TO BE A PRIEST, RELIGIOUS;
LAY MINISTER (man or woman) in the
church? Seeking theological degrees, sabbati-
cals/renewals for clergy, religious, laity? Mater
Dei Institute, Gonzaga University, Spokane,
WA 99202-1849. Ph: (800) 633-2252, ext. 380.
Financial help available.

WILLS
YOUR WILL: Please remember AMERICA in
your will. Our legal title is: America Press,
Inc., 106 West 56th Street, New York, NY
10019.

NOTICES ACCEPTED

NOTICES ACCEPTED for things offered
or sought; for positions, services, items and
ideas; for seasonal homes, books and collec-
tions meetings and workshops; for whatever
would interest cultivated, concerned readers.
All notices must be in keeping with AMERI-
CA'S standard. Rates for insertion; $1.32 per
word, 10-word minimum. Box and number
count as two words. Rate if contracted for six
times; $1.21 per word; for 12 times; $1.16;
for 24 times; $1.10; for 46 times; $1.05.
Responses to box numbers forwarded at
postage cost. Copy with full payment due 18
days before publication date. Address;
Classified Department, AMERICA, 106 West
56th St., New York, NY 10019 or call (212)
581-4640.

scene, she looks out her window at the
dense wall of trees along the river: "She
could imagine vanishing. But of course you
didn't vanish, and there was always the
other person on a path to intersect yours
and his head was full of plans for you even
before you met."

She is, of course, referring to the town's
suspicion that the missing girl met her
doom at the hands of a man in the woods,
but here, as in all these stories, the obvious
resonates with far deeper metaphorical
implication; we cannot separate this
woman's musings on foul play from our
perception that she is living a life she was
steered toward and does not necessarily
accept as truly hers. But this is no one-
layer metaphor, and Munro never forces
any of her characters to make a larger
point; she seems to respect them and the
inherent complexity of their story far too
much for that. This is particularly evident
in the final moments of "Open Secrets":
"Maureen is a young woman yet, though
she doesn't think so, and she has life ahead
of her. First a death—that will come
soon—then another marriage, new places
and houses. In kitchens hundreds and thou-
sands of miles away, she'll watch the soft
skin form on the back of a wooden spoon
and her memory will twitch, but it will not
quite reveal to her this moment when she
seems to be looking into an open secret,
something not startling until you think of
trying to tell it."

But mere understatement is not the
source of these stories' power. It is some-
thing else. It is Munro's gift for coming at
them from the subtlest of directions, from
the periphery, like a bat darting over a pic-
nic crowd, from above and behind, like the
wind and the past. Indeed, change and the
passage of time play a large role here. In
some of these stories, we see entire lives
lived out, many to old age. In "A
Wilderness Station," a tale that covers over
one hundred years and which is largely told
in the quite convincing voices of its male
characters, Munro notes: "This world is a
wilderness, in which we may indeed get
our station changed, but the move will be
out of one wilderness station unto another."

This is the thematic heart of Open
Secrets, that the only constant is change and
within that lies mystery upon mystery.
These are brilliant and unforgettable stories,
ones that manage not only to "sprawl" but
to also "neatly bite their own tail." Alice
Munro is a true master of the short form.

ANDRE DUBUS 3D
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