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Of Many Things
As April gives way to May this year,
the very name Watergate has come to
have an unwelcome sound. One hears
it everywhere and from everyone. As
shock follows shock in the unfolding
serial thriller, Watergate itself evokes
the image of a huge, darksome bird
of prey hovering over the heads of
us all and blotting out light from the
heavens.

In the. editorial pages of this issue,
we return once again to Watergate
and the matters of public and private
morality that it raises. I, for one, hope
we will now see the swiftest possible
pursuit of the two major investiga-
tions demanded by the scandal. At the
same time, however, we may have to
accept the ineyitability of lengthy re-
search by both judicial and legislative
investigators before the Senate select
committee hearings or the court's
proceedings can begin. One of the
most corrosive aspects of the entire
Watergate affair thus far has been
the repetition of claims by public of-
ficials at the highest levels that com-
pletely exhaustive investigations had
been made. We now know certainly
that the results of these investigations
in some instances did not receive
proper airing. We are justified in sup-
posing, moreover, that the investiga-
tions did not in fact go nearly deep
enough. This time, the public interest
demands the uncovering and presenta-
tion of nothing less than the whole
truth.

Having said all that, I find it pleas-
ant to reflect on one positive note

about Watergate sounded by the Lon-
don Observer. The weekly remarks
that "if Watergate has shaken confi-
dence in Mr. Nixon on the home
front, the way this scandal is now be-
ing relentlessly exposed should also
strengthen America's claim to be the
most open society: political skuldug-
gery has happened in many countries
but in few could it have been exposed
as publicly as now in the United
States."

* * *
There is another pressing reason for
wishing that we could wind up the
Watergate affair with the greatest
speed. It is the need to turn national
attention to Dr. Henry Kissinger's
proposed review by the United States
and its traditional European allies of
the bases for effective Atlantic unity.
I would hope, for instance, that such
a review will explore the delicate mat-
ter of using trade and other contacts
to encourage everywhere a certain re-
spect for basic human rights. (That
would also mean, happily, prodding
ourselves on the effectiveness of our
own commitment to those same
rights.) I think, particularly, of the
opportunities—and corresponding ob-
ligations—now available to American
businessmen, as well as diplomats, to
register uneasiness with their counter-
parts in the Soviet Union or China
over continuing restrictions on reli-
gious freedom. D. R. C.
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